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SHATTERED EMPIRE 

. Part IV 

the Battle of Endor is now three months in the past. 

Word of the Rebel Alliance victory and the death of 
Emperor Pa Ipatine continues to spread slowly 
throughout the galaxy, its progress impaired by the 
endless propaganda of the Galactic Empire. 
Nonetheless, in many quarters, the Empire continues 
exactly as it did before, and the war continues to rage. 

A contingency plan known as OPERATION: CINDER has 
been activated by the Emperor’s death to exact 
vengeance against the his enemies, as well as to 
preserve the secrets, treasures, and knowledge of the 
SITH LORD. Countless worlds throughout the Outer 
Rim have suffered devastating attacks as Imperial 
remnants hurry to fulfill their late master’s will. 

The elation of the rebel victory is now just a fading 
memory, lost in the wake Of nonstop combat 
operations against the Imperial remnants, for many of 
the rebels, the dream of laying down their arms and 
living in peace seems further away than the elation of 
victory promised.... 
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r ...ONGOING ^ 
IMPERIAL OPERATIONS 
TARGETING ANOTHER 
^DOZEN WORLDS... "j 


...8URNIN KONN, CADOVANT, \ — 

ABEDNEDO, AND COMMENOR „~,,r 'r^s=a 
V AMONGST THEM SOMt OF 'NS 

> > ^ HIVIUINtoSI THES£ fippEflR T0 B£ T 

■M'J SOLELY PUNITIVE ON 

a , s i V THE PART OF THE j 

WO r-l\1br | EMPIRE... 


...THOUGH ^ 
r THE PURPOSE 
OF MANY OTHERS 
\ IS FAR LESS , 
jV CLEAR. A 


:£iVfi ! M 


YOUR X. 
J EFFORTS IN > 
COMBATING OPERATION: 

CINDER HAVE BEEN 
, INSTRUMENTAL IN SAVING 
\ COUNTLESS INNOCENT ' 
LIVES. _ mir 


YOU THE END IS AT HAND.. 


...WE SEE WO 
RESPITE FROM 
HOSTILITIES AT 
.THIS TIME... 













r NOT THE ^ 
NEWS ANY ONE 
OF US WANTED 
TO HEAR, X 


r NO, IT ^ 
REALLY WASN'T, 
V L'ULO. > 


^YOU^ 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE DONE 
THAT, 

^CAPTAIN. ^ 


Y SHARA, YOU 

’ AND KES HAVE K 
DONE MORE THAN UL 

Y YOUR FAIR 
U, S HARE. 

IT'S 

Y MUSTERING OUT, T 
J IT'S NOT DESERTION. 

[ BESIDES, IT'S ALREADY 
L DONE, SHOULD BE 
k CLEARED WITHIN J 
rW THE WEEK. 


IT'S PAST 

f TIME THAT YOU AND ” 
YOUR FAMILY GOT TO 
LIVE THE LIVES YOU'VE 
k BEEN FIGHTING J 
^ FOR. 


, TIME FOR ^ 
r YOU TO PICK ’ 
OUT A WORLD TO 
, SETTLE ON, , 
L LIEUTENANT. 7 


1 W 1. 

1\ / iunderstandX 

^^^OUEVER^^^^^-^. 

SHARAN 

Wl toend° A Wffl 

— V YOUR HUSBAND PUT \ 

Kl HIS PAPERWORK IN 

KJ AND THAT IT'S BEEN J 

pprovfd.V j 

■W*V' U tm/r XHINKTHAT / 

I — v way. yj 

• / j rv XOTHERWISeV- 

M / 7 WE'RE JUST 

m \ FIGHTING FOR THE W 

I TOOK THE \ 1 

ft f LIBERTY OF ) 

■ 1 SUBMITTING j rn^wm 

\YOURS. J 

\ _11 ; \ Right?^ 

IF — - f L 

"1 ' 1 1// 


a t jmSS^ 

IL_liP 

1 

1 mgmpWl 
























^WAIT, 

WHERE? 


THANKS,\^^^^=======~ 

ARTOO. 

<-7 SO, THE 
w PROBLEM with these t 
/ LAMBDA-CLASS SHUTTLES, 
■ THEY FLY FINE WITH ONE, 
^ BUT IT'S MUCH EASIER i 
^^WITH A COPILOT...^^ 


^^..ESPECIALLY^^B 
r THROUGH ^ 
HYPERSPACE. THIS ■ 
IS JUST A QUICK ■ 
.TRIP OUT TO VETINE, M 
L IN THE MERRICK B 
►s. SECTOR. 

THERE'S^ 
WB SOMETHING 
BH I NEED TO 
GET. >. 


I'M LUKE 
SKYWALKER, 
BY THE WAY. 



















' I KNOW 
WHO YOU ARE, 
COMMANDER 
kSKYWALKER. 


'YOU SEEM~ 
FAMILIAR. 
HAVE WE MET 
.BEFORE? , 


THERE'S NOT' 
A PILOT IN THE 
ALLIANCE WHO 
DOESN’T. , 


X, AH... 

f ALMOST SHOT ' 
YOU DOWN DURING 
L THE BATTLE OF J 
L. ENDOR. jL 
LIEUTENANT>y 
■j. SHARA BEY^B 


~ YOU'RE THE ' 
PILOT WHO 
FLEW WITH LEIA 
.ON NABOO. a 


Y I SEND ^ 
ARTOOTO FIND 
ME A PILOT, AND 
, HERE YOU . 
^ ARE. ^ 
flNTERESTINGj 


^SO WHAT~ 
DO YOU SAY, 
LIEUTENANT 
. BEY? a 
Y SHALL^ 
I WE TAKE A 
^ FLIGHT? J 


' I'D BE 
HONORED, 
COMMANDER. 



















IT'S A 

LITTLE SW(/<3, AND’ 
WEARING IT GIVES 
ME THE CREEPS, . 
HONESTLY... 


YOU'RE ^ 
" ACTUALLY DRESSED ~ 
UP AS A SPECIFIC IS8 
OFFICER. A WOMAN 
, NAMED COMMANDER / 
kTA LECIA BECK. 

YOU'RE 


/_YOU goingN 

TO TELL ME 
WHY I'M DRESSED 
, UP AS AN ISB . 
V OFFICER? A 


WE'RE JUST GOING TO H 
, WALK IN AND WALK 0 
■k. OU T AGAIN? 

we obtainepN 
ZZS COMMANDER N 
B BECK'S CLEARANCES 
pn DURING THE RAID AT 
fek THE WRETCH OF A 
TAYRON.^^fc 


r WE'RE 
TAKING IT 
<8ACK.. 


THAT ^ 
f SHOULD GET US 1 
THROUGH THE POOR. 
l AS FOR THE REST... 


r ...I'M ^ 
GOING TO 
TRUST IN THE 
^FORCE S 


HKL M. US INTO THE BASE 

Vk M% ON VETINL 

M jt Jk a He 








\ __ fcsr^r 

) f AN IMPERIAL 'tZ===^ AND WHY \ 

X BASE. J .1 —..-L EXACTLY ARE L 


■ gp i 

/>JvDDC/rr ) WE DOING ippfe § 

, /< ^^^^CORRECT^ 1 thi S? y 

- . sja 

















f —ISB W YOU WILL ^ 
COMMANDER T STAND DOWN AT ' 
. BECK ONCE AND GRANT 
L ABOARD.^ CLEARANCE FOR . 

r --r-trsfflk LANDING. 


T STAND by, ^ 
ANTARRA, WE ARE 
RECEIVING YOUR 
. CLEARANCE 
k. NOW... Ji 


BEEN INCREASED LATELY 
k AS I'M SURE YOU j 
UNDERSTAND, 


Y COMMANDANT^ 
7 HURRON SENDS 
HIS COMPLIMENTS, 
AND WILL MEET YOU 
k AT THE LANDING . 


I SHOULD 
EXPECT 
NOTHING 
LESS. 


r YOU'VE ^ 
I GOT A MASTERY 
Of IMPERIAL 
ARROGANCE, 
LIEUTENANT. 

V VERY NICE, yl 


WHAT DO ^ 
X TELL THE 
COMMANDANT? 


W THAT 
’ YOU'RE HERE 1 
TO INSPECT THE 
. SECURITY ON . 
LI THE LAB. ^4 


IT'S EASY, 

f YOU JUST ACT T 
LIKE EVERYONE ELSE 
IS A BUG YOU'RE , 
L TOO BUSY TO A 
SQUISH. 


^ I'M YOUR 
. BODYGUARD. 





JlltSm 



^# a \ 

/ \M^commander7^\\ 

OUR APOLOGIES. A 
SECURITY HAS OBVIOUSLY 1 













COMMANDER 
BECK, THIS IS... 
UNEXPECTED. 


GIVEN THE ^ 
7 CURRENT STATE OF 1 
'REBEL ACTIVITIY, I'D HAVE 
THOUGHT YOU'D HAVE 
, SENT SOME WARNING 
‘k OF YOUR PLAN 4 
^ TO VISIT, 


T IF YOU HAD RECEIVED WORD, ~ I WISH TO SEE THE 
COMMANDANT, THIS WOULD HARDLY SECURITY ON THE LABS, 
QUALIFY AS A SURPRISE IMMEDIATELY. U 

INSPECTION. ,1^-1 


'T'Wq WON'T YOU INTRODUCE ME 
TO YOUR ENTOURAGE . 

_FIRST? 

IT'S A 

DROID AND MY \ 

SECURITY OFFICER,) \\ ^ 

'^COMMANDANT. 7. 1 V ’ 1 

\ theirX'A ' 

J M NAMES ARE 
M .llRRELEVANT^^^^ 


r IF YOU'LL ’ 
FOLLOW ME, 
COMMANDER 
L BECK. 






r I ADMIT ^1 
I'M SURPRISED Y 
^YOU'RE HE RE ^ 

F’' I'D HAVe"^ 
THOUGHTTHE N 
ISB WOULD BE 1 
WORE CONCERNED 
WITH DESTROYING 
THE REBELLION, i 
. ESPECIALLY A 
k. NOW 


INNER LAB, HERE. 

THERE ARE^^ 
ONLY TWO PEOPLE 
IN THE 6film WHO 
COULD FREELY ACCESS 
>_ THIS ROOM... A 


...MYSELF N 
AND THE EMPEROR 
HIMSELF. I AM ALL 
V THAT REMAINS^/ 


UNTIL 

r NOW, I NEVER > 
UNDERSTOOD THE NEED 
FOR SUCH PRECAUTIONS, 
TO BE PERFECTLY HONEST., 
L. ALL OF THIS... S- 


^ 1 

f LAUNCHING SURPRISE L_ 



ML IMPERIAL RESEARCH J 

FACILITIES. j 

£ i /— i will ~^\ mmH 

/ / / ATTEND TO \ 

/ MY CONCERNS, 

« 1 \ COMMANDANT, JMS: 

ml 1 Lasiseefit/JL g -i 

\\ /THE SAME AS\\ ;!i 1 1 

\\ 1 EXPECT YOU Jfl 

\\ l TO ATTEND TO J 

\\ V YOURS. / ' 

/OF courseA 

JR 

^ u 


1 S* WE'VE 

R ' f INCREASED OUR YOU CAN SEE, 

1 SECURITY MEASURES COMMANDER, THAT AS 

■ HZT\ SINCE THE EVENTS WE PROGRESS DEEPER, ■BH 
1 ■TV ATENDOR ^ ACCESS BECOMES HEM 

§ MS ^ MORE AND MORE M IWf 

aAestrictiveA^ \fy 


U | I 

1 HI 

' 1 M ^ \ ^.. UNTIL WE ARRIVE AT THE^l !i 














...TO STUDY 
A COUPLE 
OF TWIGS. 


^CLEARLY 
I WAS 
MISTAKEN. 


r YOU HAD ~ 
ALL THE RIGHT 
CLEARANCES, 
I'LL GIVE YOU 
THAT... > 


^.COMMANDER 
BECK IS 
MISSING HER 
k LEFT EYE. 


r\..8UT YOU 
SHOULD'VE 
DONE YOUR 
HOMEWORK. 
v YOU SEE.. 



M ~\ UM 





ll | 


JJr 










'CLEARLY 
YOU KNOW. 


WHAT MAKES 

f THESE LITTLE TREES 1 
’ SO SPECIAL THAT ' 
YOU TWO REBELS WOULD 
, TRY TO BLUFF YOUR , 
\ WAY IN HERE TO A 
STEAL THEM? ^ 


' YOU ^ 
COULDN'T BE 
MORE WRONG, 
^COMMANDANT--. 



^ 

XtHESE ARE^'X ,tN □ 

/ ALL THAT REMAIN \ 

WAp'W^S^. f of the TREE THAT GREW ] . *,rfP*“ If 

f^SSsT ^ l AT THE HEART OF THE J 

! '*2*' \ JEDI TEMPLE ON / -^SH 

a 

[_X||k 

^^Wa. 


f jM u 

^rv _ 

!■ ( FORCE I 
f X 1 IS WITH j 4 *!*■ 

I \THEM, / 

[ / mW , I 

m x — -H 


i ImM xJS 

^ li|, 

1 XsX%fe4/THE FORCE ISW**IJ 
^^m\X5^WBB^A)£/T/V/WGLESSjl IO| 

|l . AND THE I 

■ \ JEDI ARE X. 1 

1 1 'Xxruvcr/^' ■ 















SHARA- 


KEEP 

THEM 

SAFE! 


--YOU AND 
ARTOO GET 
JHE TREES-- 


LOCKDOWN! 

PUT THE 
FACILITY INTO 
LOCKDOWN! 


NOW, 

ART OO! 


















r -'MON, n 
LITTLE GUY, 
LET'S DO THIS 
C QUICK! J 


r WHEN THE \ 
FIELD SHUTS 
DOWN, THEY'LL 
v FALL— ~2 


-PONT 
LET THEM 
DROP— 


--THEY'RE 

VERY 

FRAGILE/ 

























Y WE GOTTA 
DO SOMETHING 
l ABOUT THAT . 
kCANNONi/ 


THAT'S GREAT, 
COMMANDER— 


r OR ELSE^ 
WE'RE GONNA 
GET CUT TO . 
\PIBCES.lJ 


j 


F| |t|| 

H 

W- 

y[ 










^ GET ~ 
TO THE 
SHUTTLE! 


r STOP ~ 
SHOOTING 
AT HIM, YOU 
.IDIOTS- . 


LUKE! 


LOOK 

OUT! 







...was ^ 

PROBABLY YOUR 
LAST MISTAKE, 
k COMMANDANT. . 


wH- /M 

. iCS 


v— /J 


vmkw - 

II I|VJL 






flRTOO 

r OVERHEARD 
YOUR CONVERSATION 
^ WITH CAPTAIN , 

^ i 'in ci ^4 


/^.SOMETHING \ 

ABOUT MUSTERING } 

OUT OF THE } -^ 

V SERVICE? y I'M STILL 
r-~^[ TRYING TO 
SB DECIDE IF 
\\^PL THAT'S WHAT 


SEARCH 

YOUR 

FEELINGS. 


I'VE GOT A SON V t A HUSBBND^IGEJ^ 


TO SEE FOR AN HOUR 
. AT A TIME EVERY COUPLE 
k OF WEEKS, IF 1 

WE'RE LUCKY. I'M TIRED, > 

-1 AND I FEEL 

l GUILTY for even 
SAYING SO... j 


I'VE BARELY SEEN 
. SINCE HE WAS , 
l _ BORN- V 


FT -I FEEL LIKE I'M 1 

3RH, ABANDONING THE j 
REBELLION. 

^BUT IF THE 

r COST OF OUR V ~ ^ 
STRUGGLE IS THE LIVES 
WE FOUGHT TO PROTECT, 

, THE FUTURE WE ^ 

^ HOPED TO SEE..THEN > 

^ WHAT IS IT WE 
Bfa WERE FIGHTING 

l V FOR? / 


9^ I ONLY 
r BRING IT UP 1 
BECAUSE I DIDN'T 
, THINK THERE'D BE . 
^ TWO TREES. ^4 


T ONE OF ^ 
THEM IS 

SPOKEN FOR, 
^OBVIOUSLY..., 












"...BUT I'D LIKE IT 
IF THE OTHER ONE 
FOUND ft GOOD 
HOME..." 


T LET'S 1 
GO HOME, 
SHARA 








